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Set Up -  Knowledge of the street, and a 
straight cop with an envelop. 
Rating -  Punk to gangster.  

“When You find him you know what to do. Cut 
his prick off, stick it in his mouth and leave him 
in the street.”  

Mafia Capo Sonny Black from the movie Donnie 
Brasco. 

Loan Sharking
Putting money out onto the street.  In Dog 
Town losers that fall on hard times, or have 
dreams above their means go to loan sharks 
for money when the bank won‘t listen.   
Lousy idea, stay poor and forget about it.  
Shylocks lend money at very high interest 
rates.  The vig or vigorish is the minimum 
payment demanded each week and covers 
the points of interest on the loan, and can 
range from 3 to 5 points at a business rate, 
down to 0.5% to 2% at an associate rate.  
Associate rates in the Mafia are reserved for 
made guys, and allows them to borrow five 

figure sums off of their Capo’s to put it out 
onto the street at a business rate, allowing 
everyone to make good. 
For instance a $2,000 dollar loan at a very 
high interest rate of 5 points would have a 
vig of $100 dollars a week.  If unpaid the vig 
is added on to the principle, so at the end 
of the second week the schmuck would owe 
$2,100 dollars still at 5 points a week.  If the 
jerk don’t pay send the heavy boys around 
to lean on him a little as a reminder. Still 
don’t pay then his fingers get broke with 
a hammer, and the promise of something 
much worse to come with a blowtorch and 
pliers.  Fear is your gangster’s best motiva-
tor; scare the shit outta people and they’ll 
do anything to get you your money.  Money 
is what you want, but cars and businesses 
can be taken in payment if the customer is 
a burnout. The ideal arrangement is where 
the sucker can just about make his weekly 
vig, but makes no progress in paying off the 
principle.  A guy can pay five times the origi-
nal loan and still be no nearer to clearing it. 
Sometimes however, if you are being jerked 
around and being made to look like a pussy, 
an example has to be made.  The debt is 
written off, but the loudmouth punk that 
didn’t pay it is left to stink out the trunk of 
his car.  If the guy runs out of town go to the 
guy that vouched for him in the first place 
and collect off him. 

An alternative to the long term loan is the 
7 day 6 for 5 loan introduced by Cleaveland 
mobsters in the late 60’s.  For every 5 dol-
lars borrowed the loan shark gets 6 in re-
turn.  This method is successful in producing 
quick profits.    
Got to have some dough to set up in this 
kind of racket, and the muscle to get what’s 
owed to you.  Start off small time and man-
age your accounts and the bills will roll in.

Set Up - Cash and contacts.
Rating - Gangster.
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Pimping
Young stud to be more than a chilli pimp 
with a hard legged ho ya got to get a doc-
torate in pimpology, and an ice cold heart to 
go with it, to become that bonafide prince of 
pimpdom with a two figure stable, and long 
long bread that ya dreamed about.  
So check out the honeys and lay on the sug-
ar.  Use a suss roll to spot talent and impress 
to make them think you is superfly.  Big yo’ 
self up and be fronting large as a man that 
can meet all their needs, and maximize their 
potentiality.  Pimping is turning women out 
as ho’s, coaxing ho’s that they need you to 
look out for them, and bumping other pimps 
ho’s to add to the stable.  Trust, fear and 
dependency are vital to keep them in line 
and working hard.  Use coax and threat abil-
ities to max this abusive relationship.  Keep 
them safe from sadistic johns and take their 
dough on your rounds.  Supply them hero-
in and other drugs to further tighten your 
criminal’s hold.  Beware of other pimps mus-
cling in on your girls, and cutting you up and 

out, as well as vigilante dads and brothers 
that be looking to pop a slug in your big jive 
ass mouth. Tricks cost $10 to $40 a pop, 
and a busy well run ho may do 10 in a day, 
using her impress ability to hook the john.  
Take all of it for your trouble and buy her the 
things you think she needs. 

“ A good pimp doesn’t get paid for screwing, he 
gets his pay for always having the right thing to 
say to a whore right on lightening tap. I knew 
my four whores were flapping their ears to get 
my reaction to this beautiful bitch.  A pimp with 
an overly fine bitch in his stable has to keep his 
game tight. Whores constantly probe for weake-
nesses in a pimp.” 

Iceberg Slim from his book “Pimp”.      

On the discreet side gangsters use massage 
parlors and health spars as fronts for broth-
els.  The gangster protects the girls giving 
them a safe working enviroment for 50% to 
60% of their earnings.    
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Sledgehammer.  A useful piece of kit for 
the criminal that likes to make unexpected 
and noisy visits on tenants, that have over 
stayed their welcome.  Also an essential tool 
for hole in the wall burglaries, where a softer 
premises adjacent to a tough score is bro-
ken into first. The thin interior wall divided 
the properties is then demolished, bypass-
ing any outside security measures.

Long Coat With Deep Pockets.  Your hun-
gry gangster could be swiping some steak 
from the supermarket, or need a home for 
the sawn off he be packing. A good thieves 
coat can turn your criminal into a walking 
larder, or gun rack.    

A set of butchers Knives.  For killers with 
a cast iron stomach and sense of the maca-
bre, complete this dismemberment gift set 
with a jumbo box of garbage bags.  Strip 
down to underwear and cut up in the tub for 
less mess.  Bag wrap and drop off in sev-
eral dumpsters around the neighborhood, or 
perforate well and let the strong currents of 
the East River do the rest.  Gambino mafioso 
and hit man extraordinaire Roy Demeo was  
especially fond of the disassembly method, 
and gave his crew a set of butchers knives 
each, which they carried in their cars in case 
of emergencies.   

Bag Of Lime.  When you’ve clipped a guy 
and dug the hole, throw in a bag of lime with 
the body, and it will dissolve away to pow-
dery bone in a year.   
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Crew
A close knit group of criminals that engage in 
organized criminal activities together. “Sal’s 
part of Grasso’s crew now you can’t mess 
with him.” 

Crib
Term used by black street youth for their 
home.

Cugine
A young ambitious Mafia associate trying to 
get made. 

Curb Service 
To sell narcotics on the street.

Dead Presidents
Term for money derived from the dead pres-
idents on the back of bank notes.

Deck
Term for 1 to 15 grams of heroin.

Dig 
Do you understand, agree. “Do you dig my 
brother.”

Dime Bag
Ten dollars worth of drugs.  

Dis
Short for disrespect. “Dis me one more time 
and I’m going to pop you in the jaw.”

Dope
Term used for drugs particularly Marijuana.

Dough
Cash money. “Have you got the dough.”

Down
To be loyal,  to be with the gang or there for 
the gang or someone. “I’m down wit ju Two 
John, all the way.”   

Drive By
The planned though largely opportunistic 
method of killing rival gang members by 
driving slowly passed a group of them on 
the street, and firing on them with hand-
guns, shotguns or automatic weapons, be-
fore hightailing off at speed.

Droguero
Hispanic for a drug pusher. 

Dude
Street slang for man or guy. ”That dude be 
stoned outta his mind.”  

Eat Alone
Mafia speak for a greedy gangster that 
doesn’t share opportunities or money. “Cirilo, 
now there’s a guy who always eats alone.”  
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audience.   
Felon 1 - “I heard yo mama is so fat that 
when she cut herself the other day she bleed 
chicken gravy.”
Felon 2 - “Well I heard yo mama was so fat 
that it took her 4 hours to turn over.”  

Two On Two Basket Ball - Two on two 
games played for money are a popular ac-
tivity in city ghettos, with sides splitting into 
shirts and no shirts.

The 6am Breakfast - Gangsters don’t work 
regular hours and enjoy staying out all night 
playing cards or bouncing between clubs.  At 
the end of the night they often take a break-
fast together at a diner, before heading off 
home to bed.   

Flashing Cash - Giving the doorman $20 
just for opening the door, or wearing a gold 
necklace the size of a dog chain is what poor 
street guys that have come into money do, 
to show that they’ve got it.     

Motherfucker - This curse word is used by 
all to describe and signify everything, from 
surprise to admiration. Italians and Brook-
lynites say it Mudderfucker, while blacks tend 
to pronounce it Muthafucker.  Some crimi-
nals would simply lose the power of speech 
if they couldn’t use this word.   

Giving Some Skin - It is common for those 
hip with the street to develop complex and 
formalized handshakes, with changing grips 
finger positions, and palm slaps to denote a 
special friendship or membership of a gang. 
With one of the more well known being a 
knuckle rap followed by a high five.   

Tattoos - Street gang members and hard 
timers will most likely have distinctive tat-
too’s representing their experiences. Latin 
street gangs are fond of cobwebs, crosses, 
and slogans in Roman type like, “Por Vida”.
Skinheads and white supremists have swas-
tikas, and SS symbols to show their nazi al-
legiances.         


